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J.ttachment # 2 
SOURCES OF QUANTITATIVE DATA ON FRANCO�AMERIC��S 
Madeleine Giguère 
There are two major types of quantitative data on 
Franco-Americans, survey and census data. Bath have 
been relatively sparse. It is the purpose of this 
note to begin the exploration of the current census 
data, bath published and unpublished. 
The 1970 Census was a landmark in the study of Franco­
Americans; for the first time, mother tangue was 
asked and published for the whole of the U.S. popu­
·lation (Tables l-VII of attachment). Thus, we found 
that French was the fourth largest foreign language 
group in the U.S. after Spanish, German and Italian 
groups. (Appendix A of attachment). In Maine, French 
made up 68.6% of the non-Englîsh mother tongue popu­
lation. The size and locàfion of th'is po-pulation can 
be ascertained from published sources and the fourth­
count s ummaFy tape of the population census. 
Even more interesting data can be derived from the 
sample tape for Maine for the U.S. Census of Popula­
tion of 1970. Since the sample tape represents indi­
vidual data on a one percent sample of 
characteristics of the respondents can be cross­
tabulated to ascertain data for gFoups of persans in 
the State, such as French Mother-Tongue Persans, which 
have never before been available. The first such data 
are reported belmv- (page 2 of this report): 
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respondents, 
Selected Cha;r;acte:ris.tics; 
. oj!. All Heads. o� Hous,eho1ds: (_l}.and Heads o� 
Hous:eho1ds w.:t.th.. fJ:enciL iJl Housefto1d; (2l.l1aine 1970 
• •  .. .. . . . .. ... .. .. 
All .. .. French .... 
lfouseho1ds lfuuse.holds 
'% 
Percent Urban 52.1 74.5 
Percent Male 7g.l 80.9 
Marîtàl Status 
Married with. Spou se 69.6 73.9 
Married wi th.out· Spous·e 2.3 1.6 
Widow 15.9 12.7 
Divorced 5.5 4.5 
Separated 1.7 1.3 
Never Married 7.0 . 6.1 
Household 
Couple with children 39. 3 45 •. 4 
Couple without children 30.3 28.5 
Female with children 4.3 4.·8 
Female without children 4 . 1 3.0 
Male with children 0.8 0.8 
Male without children 1.9 L3 
Prime Index 19.3 16.2 
of Head 
Professional 9.2 4.3 
Manage rial 16.7 8.3 
Sales 5.0 5.3 
Clerical 7.3 5.9 
Crafts 18.3 24.6 
Operatives 14.8 19 . 7 
Transport 5.1 5.9 
Laborers 5.7 4. 3 
Farmers 1.4 1.3 
Farm Laborers 1.4 1.3 
Service 7.1 8.4 
(1) 3030 Households 
(2) 608 Househ.o1ds (20.7% of all Households) 
Source: Public Use Sample Tape 102 (1970) (�f. Giguère) 
'90 
Selected Characteristics 
All French 
Households· Households 
Mean Age (yrs 49. 2 47.7 
Chi1dren ever born 2.457 2.74 
Mean weeks Worked 
48-49 = 4 
50-52 = 5 4.250 4.30 
Mean Incarne of Pers ons ($) 7,607.00 7,293.00 
Mean Number of Persans 
in House 2.8 9 3.18 
Thus, from the Se1ected Characteristics of Heads of 
Households and Heads of French Households we can ascer­
tain that the French Heads of Household are more 
1ikely to be married and living with their spouses 
than all househo1d heads are; in ter�s of household 
types, the French households are more likely to be 
husband-wife with children than all households. In 
terms of occupations, the heads of French households 
were 1ess likely to have professional, managerial, and 
clerical occupations than heads of al! households. On 
the other hand, the French are more likely to have 
craft, operative and service occupations than the 
heads of al! households. In addition, the French head 
were younger, had more children, earned less money, 
and had larger households than the heads of all house­
holds. 
An extension exploitation of the sample tape data 
should yield the most complete information, and pro­
bably.the most significant data that we have ever had 
on the French language persans in Haine. 
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Types 
Occupation 
Mother Tangue Question, 1970 
U.S. Cènsus of 
What language, other than English, was usually spoken 
in this person's home when he was a child? 
Spanish Other 
French 
German None, English only .. 
TABLE I 
Percent Population with French l1other Tangue; 
}!aine ·countiès and 1970 
Total Fr.Mo. %F:t.Mo. 
State (total) 993,663 141,489 14 . 2 
Androscoggin 91,279 35,940 3�.4 
Aroostook 94,078 27,442 29, 2 
Cumberland 192,528 11,286 5.9 
Franklin 22,444 1,559 6.9 
Hancock 34,590 403 1.2 
Kennebec 95,247 18,264 19.2 
Knox 29' 013 211 0.7 
Lincoln 20,537 200 1.0 
Oxford 43,457 3,612 8.3 
Penobscot 125,393 8,885 7.1 
Piscataquis 16,285 845 5.2 
Sagadahoc 23,452 1,174 5.0 
Somerset 40,597 4,475 11.0 
Waldo 23,328 '467 2.0 
Washington 29,859 500 1.7 
York 111,576 26,226 23. 5 
§ Source: U.S. D ep a r tme nt of Commerce, flurenu of the 
Census, 1970 Ccnsus of Population, G�n rnl 
Socinl nnd F.conomic Chara("tPrlHt 
Tnhh� 119. 
'J.., 
TABLE II 
Distribution of·French Mother 
1970§ 
Androscoggin 
Aroostook.. 
Cumberland 
Franklin 
Hancock 
Kennebec 
Knox 
Lincoln 
Oxford 
Penobscot 
Piscataquis 
Sagadahoc · 
Somerset 
Haldo 
Washington 
York 
Total 
Fr. Mo. 
35,940 
27,442 
1 1, 28&. 
1, 559 ' 
403 
18,264 
211 
200 
3,612 
8,885 
845 
1,174 
4,475 
467 
500 
141,489 
Percent 
19.4 
8.0 
1.1· 
).3 
12.9 
0.1 
0.1 
2.6 
6.3 
0.6 
0.8 
3.2 
0.3 
0.4 
18.5 
100.0 
§ Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 
Census, Census of Population, 1970, General 
Social and Economie Characteristics Maine, 
Table 119. 
' 
Population 
Tongue 
Specify 
------
25.4 
State 
Population Tongue Tongue 
26,226 
----------------
I C» • H !ti lh'. 
... 
TABLE IIT 
Percent French Mother Tongue .. for. Towns: ... 
and Places of 10,000 -
Total. Fr .Mo. %Fr. · 
Auburn 24,151 ·:6,938 28.7 
Augus ta 21,945 6,419 29.3 
Bang or 33,168 1,861 5.6 
B idd eford 19', 983 12,268 61.4 
Brunswick Cente-r 10,867 2,156 19.8 
Brunswick Town 16,195 2,488 15.4 
Caribou 10,419 2,470 23. 7 
Kittery 11,028 474 4. 3. 
Lewis ton 41,779 25,037 59.9 
Portland 65' 116 2,747 4.2 
Pres que Isle 11,452 1,576 13.8 
Sa co 11,678 3,331 28.5 
San fo rd Center 10,457 4,333 41.4 
Sanford Town 15,722 5,997 38.1 
South Portland 23,312 906 3.9 
Waterville 18,192 5,456 30.0 
Wes tbrook 14,444 2,487 17 ."2 
§ Source: U. S. Department of 
Cens �s , 1970 Census 
Social and Economie 
Tables 102 and 81. 
Commerce, Bureau of �he 
of Population, General 
Characteristics , Maine, 
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TABLE Ilia 
Percent French 'Hother Tongue: 
Maine Towns of Under 10,000 and .. 
with 400 or more French Persans § 
Total Fr. Ho. %Fr. Ho. 
Ashland Town 
Berwick Town 
Brewer 
Eagle Lake 
Fairfield Town 
Fort .Fairfield Town 
Fort Kent Town 
Frenchville 
Go rham 
Grand Is le 
Jackman Town 
Jay Town 
Kennebunk Town 
Kittery Town 
Limestone Town 
Lis bon 
Livermore Falls Town 
Mad awaska Town 
Madis on Town 
Mexico Town 
Millinocket Town 
Old Orchard 
Beach Town 
Old Town City 
Orono Town 
Rumford Town 
Skowhegan Tow:t. 
South Berwick Town 
St. Agatha 
St. Francis 
Plantàtion 
Topsham Town 
Van Buren Town 
1,809 
3,136 
9,300 
979 
5,684 
4,837 
4,587 
1,487 
7,839 
755 
869 
3,951 
5,578 
11,028 
10,360 
6,649 
3,450 
5,6 2 2  
4' /�82 
4,309 
7,544 
9,057' 
9,057 
9,967 
9,363 
7,607 
3.488 
883 
1,110 
5,133 
4,102 
604 
469 
499 
933 
799 
628 
3,929 
1,441 
444 
736 
413 
728 
445 
474 
645 
1,135 
777 
4, 977 
628 
672 
993 
971 
1,763 
768 
1,993 
925 
484 
850 
876 
674 
3,844 
33.4 
15.0 
5.4 
95.3 
14.1 
12.9 
85.9 
96.9 
5.7 
97.5 
47.5 
18.5 
. 8 .o 
4.3 
7.4 
17.3 
2 2.5 
89.1 
14.7 
15.6 
12.8 
18.1 
19.5 
7.7 
21.3. 
12.2 
13.Q 
96.5 
78.9 
13.1 
93.9 
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S_Q_,000: Maine,1970§ Language 
, 'Mo~. 
Populat~on ·Tongu~ Tongue Population Tongue Tongue 
. ' 
Wallagrass 
Plantation 
Webster 
Winslow 
534 
1�623 
7,299 
512 
491 
2,882 
95.9 
31.6 
39.5 
§Source: U. S. Departrnent of Commerce, Bureau of �he 
Census, 1970 Census of Population, Fourta 
Count QPopulation) Summary Ta pe . 
TABLE IV 
Percent -Fr ench Mother Tongue .for. 
Uroan and Rural Residence: 1970 
To tal Fr. .1-1o .. %Fr 
Total 
Ton 
993,663 
White 988,053 141.,318 14.30 
Negro 2,655 67 2.52 
Urban 
Total 505,796 104,494 20.65 
White 502,093 104,375 20.78 
Negro 2,106 56 2.65 
Rural Nonfarm 
Total 444,818 33,961 7.63 
White 442,952 33,909 7.66 
Negro 538 11 2.04 
Rural farm 
Total 43,049 3,034 7.05 
White 43,008 3,034 7.05 
Negro 11 
Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Popula­
tion, 1970, General Social and Economie Cha­
Finai Report PC (1)�(21) , Maine, 
Table 49. 
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TABLE V 
Percent French Mother Tangue by 
Size of Place: Maine 1970 
Total 
Urban: Total 
Urbanized Areas: 
Total 
Central Cities 
Urban fringe 
Other places of: 
10,000 or more 
2,500-10,000 
Rural: 
Total 
Nonfarm 
Farm 
Total 
993,663 
505' 796 
171,960 
129,162 
42,798 
148,161 
185,675 
Fr.Mo. 
141,489 
104,494 
38,212 
34,304 
3,908 
39,870 
26,412 
%Fr.Ho. 
Ton 
14.28 
20.65 
22.22 
26.55 
9.13 
26.90 
14.22 
487,867 36,995 7.58 
444,818 33,96 1 7.63 
43,049 3,034 7.04 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Popula­
tion, 1970, General Social and Economie Cha­
racteristics, Final Report PC (1)-(21), Maine 
Table 60. 
TABLE VI 
Percent French Mother Tangue by Metropolitan and 
Residence: Maine 1970 
Total 
Central Cities 
Other Urban 
Rural Nonfarm 
Rural Farm 
Total 
Urban 
Rural Nonfarm 
Rural Farm 
Total Fr.Mo. %Fr.Mo. 
214,204 38,152 17.81 
129,16 2 31 '092 24.07 
48,285 4,315 8.93 
35,288 2,654 7.52 
1,469 91" 6.19 
779,459 100,952 12.95 
328,349 63,360 19.29 
409,530 34,203 8.35 
41,580 3,389 8.15 
Source: u. s. Bureau of the Census, Census of Popula-
tian, 1970, General Social and Economie Cha-
racteristics, Final Report, PC (1)-(21), t1ain 
Table 71. 
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Population 
rac t eristics, 
Maine. . 
gue 
141,489 
.Mo. 
Tongue 
14.23 
Population Tongue gue 
Nonmetropolitan 
Metropolitan Population Tongue Tongue 
Nonmetr opolitan 
TABLE VII 
Percent French Mother Ton gue for 
and Places: Maine 1970. 
Total Fr. Mo. Fr.Ho. 
Standard Hetropo-
litan Statistical % 
Are as 
Lewis ton-Auburn 72 ' 5  79 33,110 45.61 
Auburn City (Ur ) 22,267 6,520 29.28 
Lewiston City 41,779 25,037 59.92 
Urban Balance 3,257 268 8.22 
Portland Total 141,625 '7,617 5.27 
Portland City 65 ' 116 2,747 4.21 
Urban Balance 45,028 3, 719 8.25 
Urbanized Areas 
Lewis ton-Auburn 65,150 31, 894 48.95 
Portland 106,810 6,318 . 5. 91 
Towns & Places (50,000 -) 
Portland 65 '116 2,747 4.21 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Popula­
tion, 1970, General Social and Economie Cha­
racteristics, Final Report PC (1)-(21), Maine, 
Table 81. 
APPENDIX A 
French Mother for Selected States 
Total Fr. Mo. Fr.Ho. 
Are a Ton 
Maine 993,663 141,489 14.2 
New Hampshire 737,681 112,278 15.2 
Vermont 444,330 42,193 9.5 
Massachusetts 5,688,903 367,194 6.4 
Rhode Island 948,844 101,270 10.7 
Connecticut 3,031,705 142,118 4.7 
Louisiana 3,640,442 572,262 18.9 
United States 203,210,158 2,598,408 1.3 
Source: Table 49. General Social and Economie Charac 
teristics, Selected States. 
APPENDIX B 
Selected Foreign Mother Tongue Populations 
for Native, Foreign Born and Total Population 
United 1970 
Native Foreign Total Mother 
Born 
United States 
193,590,856 9,619,302 203,210,158 
French 2,187,828 410,580 2,598,408 1.3 
German 4,891,519 1,201,535 6,093,054 3.0 
Polish 2,018,026 414,912 2,437,938 1.2 
Yiddish 1,155,877 438,116 1,593,993 0.8 
Italian 3,118,321 1,025,994 4,144,315 2.0 
Spanish 6,127,343 1,6�6,240 7,823,583 6.5 
Source: General Social and Economie Characteristics, 
United States Summary, Tables 146-147 • 
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Tongue Population 
Areas, Towns, Population gue Tongue% 
Population Tongue Tongue 
States 
Population Population %Tongue 
. ' ' . 
